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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The AXA Building is a highly ornate and decorative two and one-
half story red brick commercial building in the Victorian style. The
main facade on Fifth Street, which measures 125 feet, is divided into
two major sections. These are connected on the ground floor by an
imposing semicircular arch which is also the main entrance to the
building. The north facade on Delaware Street measures 48 feet in
width.

An obvious attempt at symmetry in the building design is evidenced
by the series of paired bay windows and the trim of the second floor.
All windows are elaborately detailed and small circular pediments are
located at the top of each bay window. BAbove the second story windows
is a row of square multi-paned windows, which are symmetrically grouped.

The corners of the building, as well as the window jambs, are
quoined with light tan-colored bricks. An ornate cornice with much
decorative trim and coupled brackets tops the building.

The first floor of the north facade was considerably altered by
the remodeling of the drugstore. The original entrance to the drug-
store was set at an angle at the northwest corner of the building.

Now there are two entrances--one on the north and the other on the
west facade, a portion of which was changed by the remodeling. The
sheltering porch extending from the north facade is also an addition.
The rest of the exterior seems to be much as it was originally except
for the removal of two coupled brackets at the northwest corner,
apparently to permit placement of a sign.

The AXA Building with space for five stores and 26 office suites
was built as a rental property. The store facilities were on the
first floor and fronted on Fifth and Delaware streets, two of
Leavenworth's busiest streets. The second floor offices were designed
to attract professional men--lawyers, doctors, and dentists.

The building is still used as a rental property and still houses
some professional offices. However, recent city directories indicate
that many of the office suites are unoccupied.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The AXA Building, originally called the Espenscheid Building,
was constructed in 1905 for Charles Espenscheid, a St. Louis
investor. Located at the southeast corner of Fifth and Delaware,
which was near the center of the Leavenworth business district,
the building was designed as a rental property to house several
businesses and to provide office space for professional men.

The large commercial structure was designed by William B. Feth,
a prominent Leavenworth architect. The general contractor was R. B.
Yoakum of Leavenworth who indicated in the bid that his firm could
erect the building in four months. Tholen Brothers, also of
Leavenworth, was the heating and plumbing contractor. The cost of
the building was placed at $36,000.

The AXA Building is a good example of the Victorian influence
on Kansas architecture. Its extremely ornate facade demonstrates
the decorative quality of turn-of-the-century commercial architecture.
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